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OECDs Norway SWOT 

- competitiveness and innovation

• Strengths:   resource bases industries 

    consensual R&D&I sector strategies

• Weaknesses: new industries, diversity 

    limited academic-industry collaboration

              low private R&D investments

• Opportunities: public sector, public procurement,  

                private-public collaboration

• Threats:    research institutes conditions 
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European innovation scoreboard 2025 
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Kun tittel

From The Norwegian Patent Office



17/10/2025

6



Norway and Horizon Europe (per April 2025, aggregated)

€ 1,5 billion
to Norwegian 

applicants

 € 9,0 billion    
total budget of 
projects with 
Norwegian 

participation

3,2 %
Norwegian 
return rate

(goal: 2,8 %) 

22,1 %
of all proposals with 

Norwegian participation 
are main listed.

(average: 16,4%)

9 %
of all projects has 

Norwegian 
participation

Aggregated results 01.01.2021 – 14.04.2025.  
Source: The Research Council of Norway and eCorda (Commission)



Norwegian return rate in 
Horizon Europe

Aggregerte tall 01.01.2021 – 14.04.2025 (dvs. resultater som var 
kommet inn i Kommisjonens database eCorda per 14.04.2025). Kilde: 
Norges forskningsråd basert på eCorda (Kommisjonen).

23 %

71 %

5 %
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«We have reached the point where, without action, we will 

have to either compromise our welfare, our environment 

or our freedom” 

«One year later – and Europe is at a harder place»

 



The Government Goals for The Research Council 
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Increased 
scientific quality 

Increased value 
creation in the 
business sector

Meeting major 
societal challenges

A well-functioning 
research system

Good advice

World leading research 
groups

Identify and stimulate for 
increased quality 

Increased 
competitiveness i new 
and existing businesses 

Trust and community

Better cooperating and 
knowledge transfer 
between academia and 
the business sector

Strenghts and ability 
for transition of 
business sector 

Social security, cohesion

Ocean and coast

Climate, environment, 
energy 

Increased participation in 
Horizon Europe

Structural changes 

Relevant and well justified 
advice to the ministries 

Health

Enabling technologies
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The trends are intertwined, and 

the challenges are complex

▪Geopolitical dynamics and uncertainty   

▪Security, safety, defence, dual-use 

▪Transition to sustainability 

▪Digitalisation, AI, quantum

▪The Norwegian industrial challenge

▪Talent and expertise are in short supply

▪Science, innovation and partnerships 
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72%

79% 78%
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88% 87% 87% 87%
85%

75% 76% 75% 76%
78%

75%
77%

73%

79% 78%
80%

3% 3% 4% 3% 3% 2%
5%

1%
3% 2% 3% 3% 4% 4% 3% 3% 4% 4% 4% 5%

3% 3% 3%
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Meget/ganske stor Meget/ganske liten

Trust in research

Question: Generally speaking, how much or how little trust do you have in research?
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Trust

Equality

Cooperation

Technology

Higher education

Human capital 

Government Pension Fund 

A society based on
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Thank you!
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