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SUBJECT
Creation of a new CEN Technical Committee on ‘Circular Economy in the
Construction Sector’
BACKGROUND
On 2019-03-01, DS submitted a proposal to CCMC for the creation of a new Technical Committee to
work on European Standards and other deliverables for Circular Economy in the Construction Sector
(see Annex to BT N 11543).
The proposed Technical Committee would be responsible for the development of voluntary
standards for circular economy in the construction sector. The standards will describe common
methods that support recycling of materials and products from buildings and construction works
(road and bridge constructions etc.). Further information is include in the Annex to BT N 11543).
Where relevant, the new Technical Committee will liaise with existing CEN Technical Committees,
e.g. CEN/TC 350 'Sustainability of Construction Works', CEN/TC 351 'Construction Products –
Assessment of release of dangerous substances' and CEN/TC 442 'Building Information Modelling',
amongst others as mentioned in Annex to BT N 11543.
By Decision BT 65/2017, BT decided that the following criteria are to be met for acceptance of such
a proposal for new work (in a new area):
•

Vote according to Internal Regulations Part 2 clause 6.1.4;
Note: Possible votes are ‘Agrees’, Disagrees with comments’ and ‘Abstains’. Any vote
indicating ‘Deferred decision’ will be counted as ‘Disagrees with comments’.

•

At least 5 members express commitment to participate.

As a consequence, BT Members are requested to state explicitly, by means of the commenting field
provided in the BT-balloting tool, whether or not they are committed to participate in the work.
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PROPOSAL(S)
BT,
- having considered the proposal for a new field of technical activity submitted by DS as included in
BT N 11543;
- considering that the following members have expressed commitment to participate:
•

<members>

- decides to create a new CEN/TC xxx with the following preliminary title and scope:
Title: Circular Economy in the Construction Sector
Scope: The TC shall be responsible for the development of voluntary standards for circular
economy in the construction sector. The standards will describe common methods that support
recycling of materials and products from buildings and construction works (roads and bridge
constructions etc.).
The overall aim is to develop a set of standards in order to promote circular economy in the value
chain of the construction sector. A circular economy keeps products and materials at their
highest utility and value at all times and thereby ensures resource efficiency contrary to a linear
economy of 'take, make and waste'.
The standards will be generally applicable (horizontal) and will support the transformation to a
circular economy in the following areas: Including, but not limited to: Terms and framework,
resource mapping of buildings and works, selective demolition of buildings and works, methods
for registration of information and location of materials and products in a building (resource
mapping) design for disassembly, waste management during the construction process and
methods for quality assurance, test and classification of recycled materials.
Selective demolition of a building means that the building is demolished in such a way that the
materials of the building can be sorted correctly and subsequently re-used.
The guiding principle is that such materials are used as close to their original function and
physical location as possible and as high in the waste hierarchy as feasible.
Excluded: Specification of particular aspects of circular economy already covered by existing TCs
such as eco-design (covered by CEN-CLC/JTC 10), life cycle assessment (covered by CEN/TC
350) and dangerous substances in construction products (covered by CEN/TC 351);
- allocates the secretariat of CEN/TC xxx to DS;
- asks the new CEN/TC xxx to submit its final title and scope for BT approval by November 2019.
2019-03-22 – NUP/PK
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